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full of affairs at home, he set a new scheme
floating on the Continent for his own promotion.
Polydore Vergil was despatched to Rome for a
twofold purpose. His mission was to interview
Cardinal Hadrian, whom Wolsey had once
befriended, and to broach the subject of Wolsey's
own election to the College of Cardinals. As a
result, Hadrian sounded Leo on the point and
Wolsey heard with satisfaction that the suggestion
had been favourably received. Hadrian reported
that the utmost secrecy must be observed, but
that he would write to Wolsey when the right
moment came. Wolsey, however, was far too
thorough and distrustful of human nature to
leave such an important matter in the hands of
one man ; and Giglis was already approaching
the Pope on the same issue.

Leo was not going to move too fast. He was
a crafty and astute politician, who had learnt all
the tricks of the trade in the house of the Medici,
and he saw a chance of getting something out of
Wolsey in return. So he drew up a list of con-
ditions ; but he had met his match in Wolsey.
Wolsey drafted, in the name of the King, a
petition to the Pope to grant him the hat for
reasons of expediency. The letter, of course,
came nominally from Henry, and in it Henry
pleaded for the favour on the ground that he
could do nothing without Wolsey. For the latter
realised that if, now that England was growing a
powerful country, the Pope could be sure of